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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 


COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 
February  1,  19^7 


The  prospect  for  normal  water  supplies  in  the  Colorado 
River  and  its  tributaries  in  Colorado  is  now  favorable. 
The  snow  cover  on  the  Gunnison  and  White  Rivers  is  about 
20  percent  above  normal.    On  the  main  stem  of  the  Colorado 
River,  the  runoff  prospects  are  slightly  better  than 
average.    On  the  Yampa  River  the  snow  is  only  75  percent 
of  average.    At  higher  elevations  on  the  watershed  of  the 
San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers  the  water  content  of  the  snow 
is  about  average  but  considerably  better  than  last  year  on 
February  1.     Precipitation  in  the  valley  areas  has  been 
deficient  the  past  month.    Soil  moisture,  range  and  crop 
conditions  are  generally  good.  j 

I 

On  the  tributaries  of  the  Colorado  River  in  western 
New  Mexico  and  in  Arizona  the  snow  is  light.  Precipitation! 
has  been  sab -normal  and  reservoir  storage  is  extremely  low  .j 

j  The  prospects  for  adequate  irrigation  water  supply  in 

j Arizona  are  poor  at  this  time. 

i  i 


COLORADO  RIVER  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River.    The  snow  cover  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado  River, 
above  Grand  Junction,  is  about  ten  percent  more  than  normal  but  a  little 
less  than  a  year  ago.     On  areas  near  the  Continental  Divide  the  snow 
averages  somewhat  less  than  last  year.    This  is  balanced  by  snow  on 
Grand    Mesa  which  is  about  double  that  of  last  year  and  25  percent  above 
normal.    The  snow  on  the  Roaring  Fork  is  approximately  20  percent  above 
last  year.    Storage  in  Green  Mountain  reservoir  is  86,000  acre -feet  in 
comparison  with  67,000  a  year  ago.    Precipitation  has  been  below  normal 
in  the  valley  areas  this  past jmonth.    Soil  moisture  is  generally  good. 
Crop  and  range  conditions  are  reported  from  fair  to  good. 

Gunnison  River.    The  water  supply  prospects  on  the  Gunnison  River,  this 
coming  season,  are  about  25  percent  better  than  last  year  and  slightly  more 
than  average.    As  for  the  Colorado  River .  the  snow  xover  .on  Grand  Mesa  is 
heavy,  but  near  the  Continental  Divide  and  on  the  south  portion  of  the 
watershed  it  is  average  or  below.    The  snow  on  Sunshine  Mountain  course 
on  the  Lake  Fork  and  Ironton  Park  course  on  the  Uncompahgre  River  are 
both  about  20  percent  below  average  and  a  like  amount  less  than  last  year. 
Storage  in  Taylor  Park  reservoir  is  66,500  acre-feet  as  compared  with 
82,500  a  year  ago.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  poor  to  fair.    Crop  and 
range  conditions  are  generally  reported  as  good.    Stream  flow  is  slightly 
below  normal. 
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Yampa  and  White  Rivers.    The  water  content  of  the  snow  on  the  headwaters 
of  the  Yampa,  as  shown  "by  recent  snow  surveys,  is  ahout  25  percent  he  low 
last  year  and  alightly  under  average.    The  snow  at  Columbine  Lodge  and 
Dry  Lake  snow  courses,  east  of  Steamboat  Springs,  is  especially  deficient. 
At  the  head  of  the  Yampa  and  Elk  Rivers  the  water  content  is  average.  The 
snow  cover  at  higher  elevations  on  the  White  River  is  normal  and  about  the 
same  as  a  year  ago.    Soil  moisture  conditions  on  these  drainages  is  reported 
to  he  good.    The  crop  area  in  the  upper  valley  is  snow  covered  at  this  time. 

San  Juan  River.    On  the  watersheds  of  the  San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers  snow 
is  ahout  average  for  this  time  of  year.    The  water  content  of  the  snow  on 
Wolf  Creek  Pass  and  west  along  the  Continental  Divide  is  two  to  three  times 
more  than  it  was  a  year  ago.    At  lower  elevations  it  is  somewhat  below 
average.    Precipitation  on  the  New  Mexico  tributaries  of  the  San  Juan  is 
deficient.    Soil  moisture  is  good  due  to  fall  rains.    Range  and  crop  con- 
ditions are  also  good.    The  present  storage  in  Vallecito  Reservoir,  on  the 
Los  Pinos  River,  is  57>000  acre-feet  as  compared  with  39 ,000  a  year  ago. 

Dolores  River.    According  to  recent  snow  surveys  the  water  content  measured 
on  courses  on  the  Dolores  River  is  ahout  average  and  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 
During  the  fall  the  precipitation  was  well  ahove  normal  hut  recently  it  has 
been  slightly  deficient.    Soil  moisture  is  reported  as  good. 

COLORADO  RIVER 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

The  outlook  for  an  adeg.ue.te  water  supply  for  irrigated  areas  in  Arizona 
at  this  time  is  poor.    At  higher  elevations  on  the  watersheds  of  the  G-ila, 
Salt,  Little  Colorado  and  Williams  Rivers  the  snow  is  ahout  the  same  as 
last  year  and  only  50  percent  of  normal.     Precipitation  during  the  past 
month  has  been  approximately  one -third  of  normal  in  northern  Arizona  and 
ahout  one -half  on  the  Salt  and  G-ila  watersheds.     Soil  moisture  conditions 
are  reported  as  poor  except  in  the  higher  elevations  of  the  Salt  River 
Yalley  where  it  is  fair  to  good.    Storage  in  the  ma,;ior  reservoirs  is  ex- 
tremely low.    In  the  Salt  River  Valley  reservoirs  there  is  now  In  storage 
ahout  ^25,000  acre-feet  in  comparison  with  725,000  a  year  ago.    In  the  San 
Carlos  Reservoir,  on  the  Gila  River    the  storage  is  17, 000  acre-feet.  A 
year  ago  it  was  26,000  and  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  as  of 
Fehruary  first,  is  22.4,000. 

Storage  in  Lake  Mead.,  on  January  15-  was  17-600.000  acre-feet  or  ahout 
1,800,000  less  than  a  year  ago. 
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The  following  organizations  cooperate  ?n  the  snow  surveys  and  irrigation 
water  supply  forecasts  for  the  Colorado,  Missouri -Arkansas  and  Rio 
Grande  watersheds  hy  furnishing  funds  or  services. 

STATE 

Colorado  State  Engineer 
Wyoming  State  Engineer 
Utah  State  Engineer 
New  Mexico  State  Engineer 
Montana  State  Engineer 
Nebraska  State  Engineer 
Colorado  Experiment  Station 
Colorado  Extension  Service 
Montana  Experiment  Station 
Utah  Experiment  Station 
FEDERAL 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Interior 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Indian  Service 

Geological  Survey 

National  Park  Service 
Department  of  Commerce 

Weather  Bureau 
War  Department 

Army  Engineer  Corps 
PUBLIC  UTILITIES 

Colorado  Public  Service  Company 
Western  Colorado  Power  Company 
Montana  Power  Company 

Denver  and  Rl o  Grande  Western  R .  R .  Comnany 
MUNICIPALITIES 

City  of  Bozeman 

City  of  Denver 

City  of  Boulder 
WATER  USERS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Poudre  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

Arkansas  Valley  Ditch  Association 

Colorado  River  Water  Conservation  District 
IRRIGATION  PROJECTS 

Farmers  Reservoir  and  Irrigation  Company 

San  Luis  Valley  Irrigation  District 

Santa  Maria  Reservoir  Company 

Costilla  Land  Company 

Uncompahgre  Valley  Water  Users  1  Association 

Wyoming  Development  Company 

Goshen  Irrigation  District 

Kendrick  Project 

Pathfinder  Irrigation  District 

Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage  District 

Twin  Lakes  Reservoir  and  Canal  Company 

Many  other  organizations  and  individuals  furnish  valuable  information  for 
the  snow  survey  reports.    Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 
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